DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE BILL ANALYSIS
AMENDMENT DATE: March 25, 2011 BILL NUMBER: AB 918
POSITION: Oppose AUTHOR: M. Block
BILL SUMMARY: Crimes: Felonies

This bill would add pimping, pandering, and human trafficking to the list of offenses that may be used to
enhance the sentence of any person who commits a crime for the benefit of a criminal street gang.

FISCAL SUMMARY

No data is available to indicate the number of individuals who would receive enhanced sentences as a
result of this bill and serve additional time in state prison. To the extent that this bill increases the time
served in state facilities, it would result in additional General Fund costs of approximately $50,000 for each
additional year that an inmate is incarcerated.

Any local government costs resulting from the mandate in this measure would not be state-reimbursable
because the mandate only involves the definition of a crime or penalty for conviction of a crime.

COMMENTS

The Department of Finance is opposed to this bill because it could generate additional General Fund costs
by expanding the list of offenses that may be used to enhance the sentence of any person who commits a
crime for the benefit of a criminal street gang.

Existing law makes it a crime, for any person who actively participates in any criminal street gang with
knowledge that its members engage in or have engaged in a pattern of criminal gang activity, and who
willfully promotes, furthers, or assists in any felonious criminal conduct by members of that gang.

Existing law defines “a pattern of criminal gang activity” as the commission of, attempted commission of,
conspiracy to commit, or solicitation of, sustained juvenile petition for, or conviction of, two or more listed
offenses.

This bill would add pimping, pandering, and human trafficking to the list of offenses that may be used to
establish a pattern of criminal activity for the purpose of enhancing the sentence of any person who
commits a crime for the benefit of a criminal street gang.
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